Wood as record in environmental forensics
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Figure 6. Concentration of Cl, S and P in counts across the wood-core sample for case study 3. Note the different profiles for S and Cl and the parallel
profiles for P and S.

Trees are now used as archives for studying the spread and impact of soil and groundwater contaminations. Due to the

ability of trees to store in the tree-rings a record of the contaminant history, the applica

dendrochemistry has become a tool for characterization of contaminant release, so called Environmental Forensics. J.

tion of dendro-ecology and

C. Balouet et. al. demonstrated in a recent paper how high resolution radiography and XRF scanning of tree cores can
be used for Environmental Forensic applications. The ability to study Environmental release in a proxy which contains
precise time-markers opens new possibilities to study contaminant dynamics, but do also provide a strong legal

argument when such forensic data are presented in courtrooms.
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